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The “theme” (topic) of your PSA:











Introductory Sentence (Factual, Powerful, Clear)

Your Opinion: (The stand you are taking as it relates to your theme and the facts… will be present throughout the PSA)

Paragraph 1: (topic sentence/statement and 2-3 facts, details, or examples supporting the statement and your point of view/opinion)
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Paragraph 2:
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Conclusion: (A few sentences in summation, etc.)

An essay is a short work that treats a topic from an author's personal point of view, often taking into account human experiences and reflections upon them from the one who experienced the event(s) or from an outsider’s viewpoint.

A good opening paragraph captures the interest of your reader and tells why your topic is important. You can use interesting facts, quotations, or definitions of important terms you will use later in the essay.

Like all good paragraphs, each supporting paragraph should have a topic sentence, supporting sentences, and a summary sentence. 

To connect your supporting paragraphs, you should use special transition words. Transition words link your paragraphs together and make your essay easier to read. Use them at the beginning and end of your paragraphs.

For listing different points use: first, second, third, etc.

For additional ideas, try using: another, in addition to, related to, furthermore, and also. 

For “point”/“counterpoint”… both sides of an issue, use: however, even though, on the other hand,

nevertheless

To show cause and effect, you might use: therefore, thus, as a result of, and consequently.
A conclusion is the final section of an essay in which the writer ties together what was presented, summing up the main point, and explaining how the thesis was proven. The conclusion is often the part of the paper that a reader remembers best, and thus must be effective to be strong. The jobs of the conclusion are to leave your reader with something to think about and leave them with a sense that the essay is complete. There are several ways to do this: 1) restating the strongest points of the essay that support its main idea, 2) restating the main idea in different words, 3) giving your personal opinion and/or suggesting a plan for action. 
